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parative psychology, as well as the bearing of
those feelings upon the various aspects of Meta-
physics, The majority of them are ready to
concede the practical value of the idea of God
in ethics, as well as the great action of religious
forces upon sociological phenomena. In the
philosophical teaching of the secondary schools
there is a general insistence upon the existence
of Gocl and the immortality of the soul. The
theological conceptions of the professors vary
most widely, from the God of the theologians
of Latin Christianity to that of the pantheists.
They are no longer left to the necessity of accept-
ing or rejecting a single definite conception of
God as if it were the only one possible, but have
other theistic alternatives* "Atheism," says M.
Georges Lyon, "is exceptional in the French
philosophical world.'*l This opinion of the dis-
tinguished rector of the Academy of Lille, has
been again and again endorsed before the writer
by other prominent speculative thinkers.

The introduction of philosophy into the do-
main of religion upon a new scale is visible in
the works of the best Catholic and Protestant
writers, in the theses of Protestant students
and in the better class of sermons. While the
cleavage which has taken place in the world

1 Eweigmmenb et nligion, 1907, p. 81*